
 
 Shelton Junior School 

English (WRITING) Long-Term Progression of Skills – LKS Year A 

 

DISCOVER – resilience and collaboration INVESTIGATE – reflection and concentration EXPLORE - curiosity 

Heroic Heritage – Why are beliefs important? 
Nurturing Nature – How do plants and living 

things flourish?  
Go With The Flow – How do people choose 

where to settle? 
Fiction 
Text(s) – Stone Age Boy, 
Satoshi Kitamura H/ Poppy, 
Waldo and the Giant (T4W) 
 
Genre – Meeting tale 
Focus – Character 

Fiction 
Text(s) – The Lost Happy 
Endings, Carol-Ann Duffy 
PoR/Lazy Jack (T4W 
Bumper Book p.36) 
 
Genre – Losing tale 
Focus – Dialogue/setting 

Fiction 
Text(s) - Charlotte’s Web, 
E. B. White A, PoR/ 
Adventure at Sandy Cove 
(T4W) 
 
Genre – Finding tale 
Focus – Story structure 

Fiction 
Text(s) - Into the Forest, 
Anthony Browne 
PoR/Zelda Claw and the 
Rain Cat (T4W) 
 
Genre – Suspense 
Focus - Setting 

Fiction 
Text(s) - Butterfly Lion, 
Michael Morpurgo N, 
R/Elf Road (T4W) 
 
 
Genre – Portal story 
Focus – Varying sentences 

Fiction 
Text(s) The Great Kapok 
Tree, Lynne Cherry PoR/ 
Dream Poem (Pie 
Corbett) 
 
Genre – Dilemma 
Focus - Vocabulary 

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) – How to Trap a 
Troll (T4W Y3 p.66) 
 
Genre – Instructions (How 
to… - link to 
Superpowers/Show me 
Shelton/Corridor Code) 

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) – Newspaper 
reports (T4W Y4 p.62-64) 
 
Genre – Recount 
(newspaper report - 
murder of King Tut)) 

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) – The Manchester 
Ridgeback (T4W) 
 
Genre – Information (new 
species of dragon) 

 

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) - How a Giant 
Spider Traps its Prey (T4W 
Y4 p.73) 
 
Genre - Explanation (How 
to  grow a giant 
sunflower) 

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) – Set of letters/ 
adverts, incl. Plastic 
Pollution letter (Twkl) 
 
Genre – Persuasion 
(letter/advert to persuade 
– link to Attenborough)  

Non-Fiction 
Text(s) - Should Children 
do Housework? (T4W Y4 
p.82) 
 
Genre – Discussion 
(School Uniform – good 
or bad?) 

Short-burst 
Whole-school writing 
INSPIRE day 

Short-burst 
News bulletin (following 
trip to Creswell Crags) 

Short-burst 
Narrative - The 
Lighthouse (LS) 

Short-burst 
Whole-school write for 
moderation 

Short-burst 
Setting description 
(Belonging, J Baker G, 
PoR) 

Short-burst 
Whole-school write for 
moderation 

Poetry 
The Owl and the Pussycat, Edward Lear A, P 
Focus – Nonsense verse 

  

Cross-curricular writing ideas 

 Information – double-page spread comparing culture 
& religion of the Ancient Egyptians & Stone Age. 

Cross-curricular writing ideas 

 Recount/explanation/instructions – growing plants 
double-page spread 

Cross-curricular writing ideas 

 Non-chronological report about the River Derwent 
and Nile. 

Reading for pleasure/reading lesson texts 

 Pugs of the Frozen North, Philip Reeve PoR 

 The Nowhere Emporium, Ross MacKenzie C 

 Revolting Rhymes, Roald Dahl P 

Reading for pleasure/reading lesson texts 

 The Story of the Little Mole, Werner Holzwarth & 
Wolf Erlbruch  S 

 Wolves, Emily Gravett S, PoR 

Reading for pleasure/reading lesson texts 

 The Time Travelling Cat and the Egyptian Goddess, 
Julia Jarman H, G, N 

 Leon and the Place Between, Angela McAllister PoR 



Autumn* 
Spring* 
Summer 

Year 3 Skills Year 4 Skills 

Text 
Structure 
 
FICTION 
 

Consolidate Year 2 list (see Talk for Writing progression document) 
 
Secure use of planning tools: Story map /story mountain / story grids / ‘Boxing-up’ 
grid (Refer to Story-Type grids)  
 
Plan opening around character(s), setting, time of day and type of weather  
 
Paragraphs to organise ideas into each story part  
 
Extended vocabulary to introduce 5 story parts:  
 
Introduction – should include detailed description of setting or characters  
Build-up – build in some suspense towards the problem or dilemma  
Problem / Dilemma – include detail of actions / dialogue  
Resolution - should link with the problem  
Ending – clear ending should link back to the start, show how the character is feeling, 
how the character or situation has changed from the beginning.  

Consolidate Year 3 list  
 
Secure use of planning tools: e.g. story map /story mountain /story grids / ’Boxing-
up’ grids  
(Refer to Story Types grids)  
 
Plan opening using:  
Description /action  
 
Paragraphs: to organise each part of story to indicate a change in place or jump in 
time  
 
Build in suspense writing to introduce the dilemma  
 
Developed 5 story parts  
Clear distinction between resolution and ending.  
Ending should include reflection on events or the characters.  

Text 
Structure  
 
NON-
FICTION 

Non-Fiction  
 
Paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 
 
Introduction  
Develop hook to introduce and tempt reader in e.g. Who….? What….? Where….? 
Why….? When….? How….? 
Middle Section(s) 
Group related ideas /facts into paragraphs 
Sub headings to introduce sections / paragraphs 
Topic sentences to introduce paragraphs  
Lists of steps to be taken  
Bullet points for facts  
Flow diagram  
Develop Ending  
Personal response  
Extra information / reminders e.g. Information boxes / Five Amazing Facts / Wow 
comment  
 
(Refer to Connectives and Sentence Signposts document for Introduction and 
Endings) 

Non-Fiction 
 
Paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 
Logical organisation 
Group related paragraphs 
Develop use of a topic sentence 
Link information within paragraphs with a range of connectives. 
Use of bullet points, diagrams 
Introduction 
Middle section(s)  
Ending 
Ending could include personal opinion, response, extra information, reminders, 
question, warning, encouragement to the reader 
 
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun across sentences to aid cohesion 
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Year 1 
Compose a simple statement 

Sentence 
 
The moon shone in the sky. 

 
Join 2 subjects with a 
coordinating conjunction 

 
The boy and his dog entered the 
old house. 

 
Join 2 predicates with a 
coordinating conjunction 

 
The boy trembled but stepped 
into the hall. 

Year 2 
Join 2 main clauses with a 

coordinating conjunction 
The clouds covered the moon 
so the night turned black. 

 
Understand a statement as a 
sentence that expresses a fact, 

idea or opinion. 
The boy stepped inside the 
house. 

The boy looked nervous. 
 
Compose a simple command 

Look out for ghosts. 
 
Use the following question 

words to compose a question 
how what when where which 
who whose why 

 

Use ‘how’ and ‘what’ to 
compose an exclamation 

What a spooky house this is. 
How dark it is in here. 

Year 3 
Join 3 predicates with a comma 

and a coordinating conjunction 
 
The boy fumbled through his 

bag, found the old key and 
pushed it into the lock. 

 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
 
Join 3 main clauses with a comma and a coordinating conjunction 

 
The boy’s knees knocked, his skin prickled and his heart pounded in his chest. 
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Year 2 

Begin a sentence with a fronted adverbial (an 
adverb or adverbial phrase) of time (when), 
place (where) or manner (how) 

 
That night the moon shone. 
In the sky the moon shone. 

Silently a bat flew across the sky. 

Year 3 

Separate a fronted adverbial with a comma 
 
That night, the moon shone. 

 
Begin a sentence with a linking adverb 
 

Soon the sky was as black as pitch. 
 
Begin a sentence with a simile (a ‘how’ adverbial 

phrase), separating with a comma 
 
Like a ghost, the moon drifted 

across the sky. 

Consolidate Year 2-3 skills 
 

Begin a sentence with 2 fronted adverbials 
 
Slowly but surely, the boy made his way through the haunted house. 

 
Begin a sentence with a linking adverb, separating with a comma 
 

The moon shone. However, the sky  
was as black as pitch. 

Sp
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Year 1 
Use direct speech in a sentence 
 

It’s dark tonight the boy said. 
 

Year 2 
Punctuate direct speech with 
inverted commas (speech marks) 

 
“It’s dark tonight” the boy said. 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
 
When at the start of a sentence, capitalise direct speech and close with a comma, question 
mark or exclamation mark 

 
“It’s dark tonight,” the boy said. 
“Should I go in?” the boy asked. 

“A ghost!” the boy cried. 
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 Year 2 

Use an adverbial clause after a main clause 

 
The gate creaked when the boy pushed it. 
 

Start a sentence with an adverbial clause 
 
When the boy pushed it the gate creaked. 

Year 3 
Understand an adverbial clause as a type of 

subordinate clause that starts with a 
subordinating conjunction 
 

Separate an adverbial clause with a comma 
when it starts a sentence 
 

When the boy pushed it, the gate creaked. 

Consolidate Year 2-3 skills 
 

 

N
o

n
-f

in
it

e
 c

la
u

se
 Understand a non-finite clause as a type of subordinate clause that starts with a verb 

 

Use an -ing non-finite clause after a main clause, separating with a comma 
 
The moon shone with a deathly glow, casting a sickly light over the world. 

 
Start a sentence with an –ing non-finite clause, separating with a comma 
 

Casting a sickly light over the world, the moon shone with a deathly glow. 

Consolidate Year 3 skills 
 
Use a parenthetic -ing non-finite clause, separating it with commas 

 
 
The moon, casting a sickly light over the world, shone with a deathly glow. 
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  Describe a noun phrase with an appositive, separating with commas 

 
A spider, a huge hairy-legged beast, sat in the centre of a vast web. 
 

The boy pushed the gate, a heavy mass of twisted iron. 
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 Year 1 

Understand a determiner as a 

single word that introduces a 
noun (an introducing word) 
 

Know and use the following 
determiners (articles) 
a an the 

Year 2 
Know and use numerical 

determiners 
 
one two three five ten twenty 

Year 3 
Know and use ordinal 

Determiners 
 
first second third fifth tenth 

thirteenth hundredth 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Understand a determiner as a single word that makes a noun more precise 
 

Know and use the following possessive determiners 
 
my your his her its our their 
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Year 1 
Understand an adjective as a 
single word that describes a 

noun 
Use adjectives that describe 
colour 
red white blue orange black 

Use adjectives that describe 
size 
tiny small little large gigantic 

Use an adjective before a noun 
(to create an expanded noun 

phrase) 
a black cat the huge dog 

Year 2 
Use adjectives that describe 
shape 
flat round narrow straight 

Use adjectives that describe 
character 
cruel kind wicked brave 

Use 2 adjectives before a noun 
(to create a noun phrase) 
the wise, old king 
a sad, lonely elf 

Use comparative and 

superlative adjectives, adding 
the suffixes -er and -est 
comparative colder hotter 

superlative coldest hottest 

Year 3 
Use adjectives that describe 
sound 

 
loud quiet shrill melodic 
 

Use adjectives that describe 
touch 
 
icy rough smooth sticky 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Use adjectives that describe taste and smell 
 
fragrant putrid spicy acrid 
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Year 1 

Understand a noun as a single 
word that names a person, 
place or thing 
Distinguish between singular 

and plural nouns, adding -s 
and 
-es suffixes to form plural 

nouns 
singular cat dog box 
-s plural cats dogs cakes 

-es plural boxes dishes 
Capitalise proper nouns 
(people) 

The house was watching 
James. 
Use a determiner before a 

noun (to create a simple noun 
phrase) 
a cat an apple the shop 

Year 2 

Capitalise proper nouns 
(places) 
 
The house stood at the end of 

Grey Street. 
 

Understand a noun phrase as 

a group of words that describe 
a person, place or thing 

Year 3 

Use precise nouns 
 
tree > oak 
flower > daisy 

insect > moth 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Capitalise proper nouns (things) 
 
Ferrari The Gruffalo Twix 
 

Join 2 nouns or noun phrases with a preposition to create an expanded noun phrase (a 

double noun phrase) 
 
the dog with shaggy fur 

that book about the Romans 
 
Create collective noun phrases by joining 2 nouns or noun phrases with the preposition of 

 
a class of children 
a bunch of flowers 

a murder of crows 
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Understand a pronoun as a single word that replaces a noun or noun phrase 
 

Know and use the following subjective pronouns (function as subjects) and objective pronouns 
(function as objects) 
 
subjective I you he she it we they 

 
objective me you him her it us them 

Consolidate Year 3 skills 
Know and use the following possessive pronouns 
 
mine yours his hers its ours theirs 

 

Balance the use of pronouns and nouns to avoid ambiguity and repetition 
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Year 1 
Understand a verb as a single 

word that describes an action 
 
Use the suffixes -s and -es to 

write verbs in the 3rd person 
present tense 
 
-s lifts smiles jumps 
-es buzzes pushes mixes 

 

Use the -ed suffix to write verbs 
in the simple past tense 
 
waited watched sniffed 

Year 2 
Understand to be and to have 

as verbs 
 
to be am is are was were 

to have have has had 
 

Use the past and present 

progressive tense to form 
actions in progress, using the 
form: to be + -present 

participle (an -ing verb) 
 
am eating are eating is eating 

was eating were eating 
 

Use the past and present tense 

consistently 
 
Use imperative verbs to form 

commands 
 
Wait for me outside! 

Don’t eat the cake. 

Year 3 
Use the present perfect 
tense, using the form: to 
have + past participle 
(usually an -ed verb) 

 

have walked has walked 
have caught has caught 

 
Know and use a range of 
reporting verbs 

 
yelled shrieked murmured 
 

Understand a clause as a 
structure that contains a 
single verb or verb phrase 

 
Understand a main clause 
as a clause that may 

function independently as a 
sentence 
 

Understand a subordinate 
clause as a clause that does 
not function independently 

as a sentence 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Know and use common irregular past tense verb forms 
 
bought slept cut dreamt 
 

Use standard verb forms 

 
we was > we were 
I done > I did 

could of > could have 

 
Use precise verbs to create shades of meaning 

 
walk trudge stride saunter 
eat nibble devour munch 

P
re

p
o

si
ti

o
n

 

Year 1 
Understand a preposition as a 

single word that describes time 
(a when word) or place (a where 
word) 

 
Know and use the following 
prepositions: 

 
after at before behind beside 
between down in inside near 

off on outside up with 

Year 2 
Know and use the following 

Prepositions 
 
above across against along 

around below into from onto 
past through to 

Year 3 
Understand a preposition as 

a single word that starts an 
adverbial phrase 
 

Know and use the following 
Prepositions 
 
among beneath beyond by 
during for like throughout 
until 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Understand a preposition as a single word that joins a two nouns or noun phrases 
 

Know and use the following prepositions 
 
about adjacent despite except of opposite since toward upon within without 
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Year 1 
Use prepositions to compose 

adverbial phrases of time 
(when) and place (where) 
 
time on Tuesday at night 
in the morning 
 

place on the desk with Jim 
outside the house 

Year 2 
Understand an adverb as a 

single word that describes how 
a verb happens 
 

Use the -ly suffix to write 
adverbs of manner (how 
adverbs) 

 
slowly happily carefully 
suddenly gently greedily 

Year 3 
Understand an adverb as a 

single word that describes how, 
when or where a verb happens 
 

Know and use adverbs of time 
(when) and place (where) 
 
time still again soon 
tomorrow today 

 
place here there home left 
south upstairs 
 

Know and use the following 
linking adverbs 
 

next now soon then 
 
Understand an adverbial phrase 

as a group of words that 
describes how, when or where 
a verb happens 

 
Use like and as… as to create 

similes 

like a shadow as old as time 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Know and use the following linking adverbs 
 

also finally for example however meanwhile therefore 
 
Coordinate 2 or 3 adverbial phrases 

 
The pirates carried the treasure from the ship, over the golden sands and to the secret cave. 
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Year 1 
Understand a conjunction as a 

single word that joins (a joining 
word) 
 

Know and use the following 
coordinating conjunctions: 
 
and but 
 

Coordinate 2 nouns or two 

adjectives using the 
conjunction and 
 

cats and dogs egg and chips 

Year 2 
Know and use the following 

coordinating conjunctions 
 
or so 

 
Know and use the following 
subordinating conjunctions 

 
because if when 

Year 3 
Understand a coordinating 

conjunction as a single word 
that joins two equal sentence 
elements 

 
Understand a subordinating 
conjunction as a word (or 

phrase) that introduces an 
adverbial clause 
 

Know and use the following 
subordinating conjunctions 
after although before as 

just as while 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
Know and use the following coordinating conjunctions 
 
Yet 
 

Know and use the following subordinating conjunctions 

  
as soon as by the time even though once unless until 
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Year 1 
Start a sentence with a capital 

letter 
 
The moon shone in the sky. 

 
Complete a sentence with a full 
stop 
 
The boy opened the gate. 

 

Complete a sentence with an 
exclamation mark 
 
A scream suddenly filled the air! 

 
Complete a question with a 

question mark 
 
Who made that terrible sound? 

Year 2 
Use a comma between 2 

adjectives 
 
Thick, grey cobwebs covered 

everything. 

 
Use commas in a list of nouns or 

noun phrases 
 
The room was covered with 

dust, cobwebs and mould. 

 
Show omission with an 

apostrophe 
 
James wasn’t scared. 

 
Use an apostrophe to mark 
singular possession 

 
The boy’s heart pounded in his 
chest. 

Year 3 
Use an apostrophe to mark 

plural possession 
 
Rats’ eyes glittered in the 

darkness. 

Consolidate Year 1-3 skills 
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Before writing: 

 Discuss high-quality example texts to learn from their structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

 Discuss and record a range of useful ideas. 
 
During writing: 

 Compose and rehearse sentences orally and improve them as they are said out loud. 

 Use the correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural (e.g. The dog is big. The dogs are big.) 

 Use the correct tense throughout a piece of writing.  
 
After writing: 

 Assess how effective own writing is and give a 'next step'. 

 Assess how effective peers’ writing is and suggest a suitable next step. 

 Suggest a better choice of vocabulary and some punctuation for effect. 

 Re-read writing to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation and correct some of these errors using the ‘Purple Pen of Progress’.  

 Read writing aloud to a group or the whole class, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
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 Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined. 

 

 Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting [e.g. by ensuring that 
the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently so that ascenders and descenders do not touch]. 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 
 

 Choose which shape or style of a letter to use to suit writing.  
 

 Decide whether or not to join specific letters. 
 

 Choose the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 
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Consolidation of Group 1-2 spellings 
Group 3 spellings 

 The /ow/ sound spelled /ou/ 

 The /u/ sound spelled /ou/ 

 The /i/ sound spelled with a /y/ 

 Words with the /ze/ sound ending -sure  

 Words with the /ch/ sound ending -ture 

 Prefixes re-, dis- and mis- 

 Suffixes beginning with vowel letters (+ doubling) 

 The long /a/ sound spelled ai, ei and ey 

 Suffix -ly (+ exceptions) 

 Homophones 

 Endings with the /l/ sound spelled -al and -le 

 Adding the suffix -ly to -le words 

 Adding the suffix -ally to -ic words 

 The suffix -er with (t)ch words 

 The /k/ sound spelled ch 

 Words ending with the /g/ sound spelled -gue 

 The /s/ sound spelled sc 

 Year 3-4 statutory words 
 
Some pupils, e.g. those who have not passed the Phonics Screening Check or EAL pupils 
new to the school, will need to be baselined and taught from phonics – group 2 spellings 
accordingly.  

Revision of Group 3 spelling patterns, contractions and homophones. 
Group 4 spellings  

 Homophones 

 The prefix in- 

 Prefixes il- and ir- 

 Prefix sub- 

 Prefix inter- 

 The suffix -ation 

 Suffix -ly 

 Words with the /sh/ sound spelled ch 

 Suffix -sion 

 Suffix -ous 

 The /ee/ sound spelled with an i 

 The digraph au 

 Suffix -tion 

 Suffix -ssion 

 Suffix -cian 

 Adverbs of manner 

 The /s/ sound spelled c 

 The sol and real word families 

 The phon and sign word families 

 Prefixes super-, anti- and auto- 

 The prefix bi- 

 Year 3-4 statutory words 

* Skills introduced in Autumn and Spring will be practised throughout the rest of the year to ensure children are at Age Related Expectations by the end of the Summer term. 

Regular AfL will be used to determine priorities and where there are gaps/misconceptions, these will be addressed in the next session with the whole class or during same-

day interventions with individuals or small groups. 

 


